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Each of us is born with three debts of karma. We owe a debt
to the Gods and Goddesses, which we discharge by making this
world a better place because of our having been here. We owe
a debt to our ancestors, which we discharge by respecting the
elderly the way we will want to be respected when we are old,
and by teaching the young people the way we want this world
to become. The third debt is to the Gurus, which we discharge
by living in accordance with the wisdom that they taught us.

Where we are today, what we are doing today, what are our
achievments and aspirations, all in part are predicated upon the
path that our ancestors have prepared for us. Each of us took
birth with a certain destiny, and a propensity to fulfill that
destiny. We took birth into a specific family that created an

environment most conducive for us to become what it is that
God intended.

Many of our families inspired us to become what we are by
showing us what we might not want to become. By both
positive and negative reenforcement, our families prepared our
paths, just as we are preparing the paths of those who will come
after us.

Therefore, we want to say, Thank You. We who like where
we are and what we are doing, want to demonstrate our respect
and appreciation by asking for blessings from the preceeding
generations. These mantras communicate that attitude.
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Tarpana

Ancestral offerings
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om kuruksetra gaya ganga prabhase puskarani ca

ye tirthatani punyani tarpanakale bhavanti ca

Om Kuruksetra, Gaya, Ganga, Prabhasa and Puskara: these are the meritorious
places of pilgrimage that are to be remembered at the time of offering to
ancestors.
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yamaya dharmarajaya mrtyave cantakaya ca

vaivasvataya kalaya sarvabhutaksayaya ca

I bow to Yama, to the King of Dharma, to Death, to the Inner Being; to He who
1s the Universe, to Time, to He who causes the destruction of all existence.
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om pita svargah pita dharmah pita hi paramam tapah

pitari pritimapanne priyante sarvadevatah

Om My ancestors are my heaven. My ancestors are my Dharma. My ancestors
are my highest Tapas. If my ancestors are satisfied, all the Gods will be satisfied.
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om asiso me pradiyantam pitarah karunamayah

vadah santatayo nityam

varddhantam bandhava mama

Om Oh compassionate ancestors, bless me. Always speak words of peace to me
and release me from all bondage.




